
 
 
Some restaurants present you with a dessert menu, while others tempt you with a 
dessert tray they bring to your table. On one such occasion I said to the people I was 
having dinner with, “Let’s get dessert, because I’m going on a diet tomorrow.” 
 
Everyone at the table started laughing at the same time. When I asked why, they told me, 
“You say that every time you order dessert.” I didn’t realize it, but that was my go-to 
excuse for getting dessert. 
 
In Luke’s Gospel we read about someone who said to Jesus, “Lord, I will follow You, but 
let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house” (Luke 9:61 NKJV). At first 
glance, this doesn’t seem like an unreasonable request. After all, what is wrong with 
saying goodbye to family and friends? 
 
Jesus knew this person’s heart wasn’t right. Being God, He could see into a person. He 
knew his loyalty was divided. Jesus was saying, “It’s time for you to make a commitment.” 
We find the root of the problem in this statement: “Lord, I will follow You, but . . .” This 
person really didn’t want to follow the Lord. 
 
If Jesus really is the Lord of our lives, then we will follow Him. There is no if, and, 
or but about it. 
 
What this person was saying is, “I don’t want trouble at home. I don’t want trouble with 
the family. I need to go and say goodbye for a while. I just don’t want friction.” 
 
Here’s something to consider: you will either have friction in your relationship with God 
and harmony with people or have harmony with God and friction with people. 
 
If you’re a completely committed follower of Jesus Christ, then you will have friction with 
some members of your family and certain friends, specifically those who do not want to 
follow Jesus Christ. 


